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1. Blue Nile State 
 
Fighting between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement – North 
(SPLM-N) forces continues to affect civilians in Blue Nile State. Heavy fighting has been reported in an area 
between Dindiro and Kurmuk. The security situation is reported to be calm in Ed Damazine, with a heavy SAF 
presence in the town.  
 
Due to Government restrictions on movement and lack of access, international humanitarian organisations are 
unable to identify the number of people displaced by the ongoing fighting. However, the Sudanese Red Crescent 
Society (SRCS) reports that there is continuous displacement from Kurmuk, Bau and Tadamon localities to 
Damazine and Roseires localities. An estimated 1,500 people from Ahmer Sedak have been displaced to a 
location between Salha and Yarwa, some 16 km northwest of Ed Damazine town. These displaced persons are 
yet to receive food and shelter support.  
 
Meanwhile, the Water and Environmental Sanitation Department (WES) reports that 6,565 internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) and returnees are located in Dindiro. In Derang, there are 4,308 IDPs, all members of the 
Ingessena tribe, displaced from Kemol, Bak, Tul, Khor Eldom, Koor and Bubok, according to WES. These IDPs 
are living in a small area in and around the local school and the health centre. WES also reports that 
approximately 3,800 IDPs from Bau locality currently reside in Aljazeera village. 
 
UNHCR reports that over the past week the number of Sudanese refugees from Blue Nile State in Ethiopia has 
increased to 28,500 people due to continued air attacks in Kurmuk and ground fighting in the Geissan area in 
Blue Nile. 
 
Given concern over potential food shortages in the State, WFP has sought approval from the Federal and State 
governments to preposition 2,264.5 metric tons (MT) of food stocks in Ed Damazine and 1,124 MT of food in 
Kurmuk, in the south of Blue Nile State. If permission is granted, these food stocks are expected to assist nearly 
409,000 people. 
 
Access to IDP locations south and west of Damazine (towards Derang, Dindiro and Tadamon) by Government 
organisations has become increasingly restricted, reportedly due to an unconfirmed ambush on police by SPLM-N 
forces on 8 October 2011.  
 
There are also reports that a landmine exploded at Fadamya village, near Derang, halting response activities by 
the WES and the State Ministry of Health (SMoH), who had previously conducted needs assessment in Dindiro 
and Derang, UNICEF reports. 
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Key Points 
• Fighting between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Sudan People’s Liberation 

Movement – North (SPLM-N) forces continues to affect civilians in Blue Nile and South Kordofan 
states. 

• UNHCR reports that an estimated 28,500 Sudanese refugees from Blue Nile State have entered 
Ethiopia. 

• Sudan’s Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) reports that some 35,000 people remain displaced 
in various locations of South Kordofan State. This does not include SPLM-N areas. 

• An attack on UNAMID in North Darfur leaves three peacekeepers dead and six more injured. 
• The country director of an international NGO, Fellowship for African Relief (FAR) has been 

expelled from Sudan by the Government. No official reason has been given for the expulsion.
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WES and SMoH have raised concerns with regard to the hygiene and sanitation situation in Derang, with some 
cases of diarrhoea reported. Follow-up actions are required, such as water chlorination, provision of water 
bladders, hygiene promotion, construction of emergency latrines, and distribution of soap. UNICEF reports that 
WES distributed chlorination and hygiene promotion supplies to IDP settlements in Damazine and Roseires 
localities. 
 
No education assessment has been conducted in Blue Nile State since the conflict began in early September. 
There are no figures on the number of displaced schoolchildren who have no access to education in host 
communities. Nonetheless, the State Ministry of Education (SMoE) has reported that all schools in Damazine, and 
95 per cent of schools in Roseires locality, excluding Kadalo area, are functioning. In Tadamon locality, all 
schools are functional, except in Book and Ahmer Sedak villages from which many people have recently been 
displaced. There is no information from Kurmuk and Bau as fighting is still ongoing in these localities. 
  
 
2. South Kordofan State 
 
Ongoing fighting between the SAF and SPLM-N forces in South Kordofan State continues to affect civilians. 
According to interviews with displaced persons, aerial bombardments occurred near the town of Dammam. The 
UN Department of Safety and Security (UNDSS) also confirms that in the last week multiple shooting incidents 
have occurred in Kadugli locality. Movement restrictions continue to affect the ability of humanitarian actors to 
undertake needs assessments and to monitor ongoing programmes and basic services.   
     
The Government of Sudan’s Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) reports that 35,086 displaced persons are 
present throughout South Kordofan State in the following numbers: Kadugli (4,532 IDPs), Dilling (1,560 IDPs), 
Rashad (5,830 IDPs), Abu Gubeiha (1,312 IDPs), Talodi (10,000 IDPs), Kologi (4,500 IDPs), Umhetan (6,000 
IDPs), Habila and Kurtala (1,352 IDPs). These figures exclude SPLM-N areas. Due to restrictions on movement 
and access, it has not been possible to verify these figures. 
  
The number of people displaced into Unity State, South Sudan, from South Kordofan has reached nearly 15,000, 
according to UNHCR. An average of 1,500 people are reported to be arriving each week, bringing the site where 
the displaced are located to almost full capacity. Humanitarian partners in South Sudan have said that they 
expect the number of new arrivals to surge with the dry season nearing. 
 
The World Health Organization (WHO) and the SMoH continue to monitor communicable diseases in South 
Kordofan State, as the risk of an outbreak of disease remains high, particularly in areas with high concentrations 
of IDPs and where sanitation conditions are poor. WHO, SMoH, and UN partners continue to supply drugs and 
medical supplies to primary health care service providers in South Kordofan.    
  
HAC reports that it has distributed food to 34,934 IDPs throughout South Kordofan State.  According to HAC, no 
further food stocks are available for distribution and all remaining food stocks will be depleted within the next 
month. HAC also reports that it has provided non-food items to 4,500 people affected by floods in the towns of Al 
Salam, Babanosa and Al Fula. 
  
WHO provided the SMoH with two primary health kits for the Morong health centre in Talodi locality. In addition, 
four primary health kits were provided to the SMoH for flood-affected populations in Muglad locality. During the 
week, WHO also provided essential drugs and medical equipment to two hospitals in Kadugli to ensure the 
provision of free public health services. 
 
 
3. Abyei 
 
Following a recent visit to Khartoum by the President of South Sudan and a number of other senior officials from 
South Sudan, the Sudanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA) announced that Sudan and South Sudan have 
reached a number of agreements on the outstanding issues. The parties agreed on main principles to build 
permanent strategic relations, including an agreement on positive preferential cooperation between the two 
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countries along with the settlement of current and future disputes through peaceful means. The Sudanese MoFA 
said in a statement that during these discussions the two countries reached an agreement to establish a joint 
mechanism for humanitarian action in Abyei, and to complete the implementation of the Addis Ababa agreement 
on interim arrangements for the area. The parties agreed to discuss the issue of Abyei, border demarcation and 
border disputes on the presidential level in both countries. 
 
The deployment of Ethiopian troops as part of the UN Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA) continues. By 13 
October 2011, 2,765 Ethiopian troops had been deployed in Abyei from a target of 4,200. 
 
No returns to Abyei town and surrounding areas have been reported and, according to humanitarian partners, the 
primary constraint appears to be the continued presence of SAF in Abyei town and other parts of the Abyei area. 
This has reportedly delayed dialogue between the Dinka Ngok and Misseriya pastoralists that was to take place 
before the Misseriya start their annual migration southwards. The Dinka Ngok have indicated that any discussions 
regarding migration would only start after they return to their homes. The Misseriya pastoralists migrate with their 
cattle southwards from their bases in various parts of Sudan to South Sudan starting from November and return 
with the start of the rainy season in South Sudan, usually in March-April. Some of the migratory routes go through 
the Abyei area.  
 
The Government of South Sudan is in the process of delivering over 170 metric tons (MT) of food aid to Agok, 
from Wunrok and Kwajok in Warrap State, which can support up to 20,000 people for 15 days.  
 
 
4. Citizenship issues and related movements of people between Sudan & South Sudan 
 
Kosti 
Lack of agreement between the Government of South Sudan and the Government of Sudan on funds for barges 
to transport the remaining luggage of the 6,000 people, targeted under the IOM-organised and the Central 
Emergency Response Fund (CERF) funded movement, has put the loading of this extra luggage on hold. 
 
South-North population movements 
According to UNHCR, over 11,000 Ambaroro pastoralists have returned to South Darfur from South Sudan in 
2011 reportedly because of harassment and cattle rustling in South Sudan.  
 
On 9 October 2011, local media reported that more than 7,000 families (an estimated 35,000 people) from the 
Fallata and Ambaroro pastoralist tribes returned to South Darfur. They reportedly came back with 20,000 head of 
cattle. Local authorities reported that they had established a camp for the returnees with health, education and 
water services. Humanitarian partners in South Darfur are seeking to obtain further information on this. 
 
Khartoum 
UNHCR is concerned about risk of statelessness for some individuals of mixed Sudanese and South Sudanese 
origin. Some of these individuals are being deprived of their Sudanese nationality. Their strong family and 
residency ties to the Republic of Sudan could make it difficult for them to prove their entitlement to South 
Sudanese nationality.  
 
Some South Sudanese residing in Khartoum have reported that they are facing various issues due to their lack of 
legal status. This affects their ability to travel to third countries (except South Sudan) for various purposes, 
including education. 
 
The South Sudan Nationality Act has been published by the Government of South Sudan (having been adopted 
by the South Sudanese Legislative Assembly in June 2011). The law provides a broad definition for those who 
are entitled to South Sudanese nationality. The law recognises any individual with a link to South Sudan through 
prolonged domicile, membership of tribe of South Sudan, of birth of ancestors on the territory as a national. 
However, further clarity is pending on the implementation of the law and the set procedures to acquire South 
Sudanese nationality. The South Sudan Nationality Act comes after the amendments to the Sudan Nationality Act 
1994 were published last month in the Official Gazette. The amendments were signed by the President on 10 
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August 2011 and entered into force on that date. The effect of the legislation is that all individuals entitled to South 
Sudanese nationality automatically lose their Sudanese nationality. 
 
 
5. Darfur                                                                          
 
UNAMID peacekeepers killed in Zamzam camp, North Darfur 
On 10 October 2011, a UNAMID patrol came under attack by armed assailants in Zamzam IDP camp some 10 
km south of El Fasher in North Darfur. Three peacekeepers - two soldiers and one police advisor - were killed and 
six peacekeepers injured, three of them seriously. One assailant was also killed. In light of this incident, the 
UNDSS issued a Security Advisory for UN personnel to avoid unnecessary movements towards the El Fasher 
market and the Zamzam area pending a security assessment. The incident is reported to have taken place in an 
open space between Zamzam A and Zamzam B IDP camps. 
 
Concern over increasing threat to humanitarian activities in South Darfur 
The National Intelligence and Security Services (NISS) in South Darfur has expressed concern about the 
increasing number of incidents that are posing direct threats to humanitarian activities in Kalma IDP camp. At 
least five incidents disrupting humanitarian activities in the camp in 2011 have been reported. Kalma IDP camp is 
a highly politicised IDP camp in South Darfur. Tensions have arisen between groups of youths and the sheiks – 
traditional leaders – in the camp. This division is partially support for and rejection of the Doha peace process. 
NISS requested humanitarian partners operating in Kalma camp to be pro-active in sharing information related to 
their workers' safety and security. Kalma is the only camp in South Darfur with no government presence. The 
Area Humanitarian Country Team will be discussing this matter and will develop a set of measures to address the 
issue.   
 
On 8 October 2011, at around 18:20 hours, a UNAMID minibus with three UN staff was carjacked by two 
unknown armed men. The perpetrators stopped the mini-bus on Super Camp road (about 3 km before reaching 
the camp) from the airport, robbed the passengers and left with the vehicle (the staff were not harmed). This is the 
first incident involving carjacking of a UN mini-bus in South Darfur. Most 4x4 UN vehicles are grounded or are 
only operating with security escort. There are concerns that if UN minibuses as well the salon cars are targeted, it 
will be a significant challenge for agencies to operate in South Darfur.  
 
Increased insecurity in Nertiti and surroundings, West Darfur   
In addition to the recent abductions of two students in Thur (West Darfur) in August, and of a member of the 
legislative council in Nertiti in September, more killings, assaults and threats of more abduction in Nertiti have 
been reported over the last two months. On 5 October 2011, a group of unknown armed men shot at the 
residence of the Locality Commissioner in Nertiti (approx. 63 km east of Zalingei). The Locality Commissioner had 
earlier been threatened with abduction by unknown persons. Humanitarian access had been gradually improving 
in this area. These developments have, however, curtailed such gains, as security authorities are now restricting 
access to these areas citing insecurity. The Government denied access for an inter-agency mission that had been 
planned to take place in September citing threats of insecurity for humanitarian workers.  
 
Shortage of drugs in the former Comité d'Aide Médicale (CAM) clinic, West Darfur 
The former Comité d'Aide Médicale (CAM) clinic, which was handed over to the SMoH, has run out of drugs - with 
the exception of drugs for malaria treatment. The clinic administrator has submitted a request to the SMoH for 
medical supplies, but no response has been received. Patients issued with prescriptions are currently purchasing 
medicines/drugs from the market. 
 
Returns Assistance 
Two national NGOs, Al Masar and the Child Development Foundation (CDF), signed a partnership agreement 
with the international NGO Catholic Relief Services (CRS) to implement projects funded through CRS. Some of 
the projects will target return areas in West Darfur. CDF will provide 500 shelters for 3,000 returnees in Terbeyba, 
Beida Locality. Al Masar will provide latrines and hygiene promotion in the same village to 9,271 returnees.  
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Continued dry spell in some parts of North Darfur 
The State Ministry of Agriculture (SMoA) reports that most of the major food production areas in North Darfur – in 
particular Kebkabiya, Saraf Omra, Korma, Tawilla, Kutum, Mellit, and Sayah – continue experiencing lack of rain. 
It the dry spell continues it will affect the crop production in the state. Al Tawish and Umm Keddada however, 
have had rainfall reducing the risk of crop failure. The Food Security and Livelihoods sector members are aware 
of the situation. The Government has set up a committee to monitor the situation. The SMoA, the UN Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the UN World Food Programme (WFP) have proposed rapid assessment 
survey to establish the extent of crop failure. The survey was supposed to have been carried out in September 
but due to funding shortfalls, it has not yet taken place. 
 
According to the September Food Security Outlook Update for Sudan by the USAID-funded FEWSNET, cereal 
prices in Darfur continued to increase in August/September. In El Fasher market (North Darfur), cereal prices rose 
by 3 per cent, 17 per cent and 24 per cent for millet, sorghum and wheat, respectively. Sorghum and millet prices 
are 114 per cent and 79 per cent above the five-year averages, respectively. Similar price increases have been 
reported in West and South Darfur states. Cereal prices are likely to remain high in Darfur due to poor 
performance of the current agricultural season in some parts of Darfur, especially North Darfur, the report said. 
 
 
6. Other recent developments                                                                          
 
Sudanese government expels the director of an international NGO 
On 12 October 2011, the Director of a Canadian-based NGO, Fellowship for African Relief (FAR), received a 
letter from the HAC giving him one week to leave the country. No official reason was given for the expulsion. 
Concerted efforts were made by the UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator and OCHA to ascertain the 
reasons for the expulsion and to try to get this decision reversed, or the deadline extended, but this was to no 
avail and after almost eight years in Sudan the Director left the country with his family on 18 October 2011.  
 
FAR has been working in Sudan since 1984. The organisation is involved in a number of sectors including water 
and sanitation, economic development, food security, peace and conflict transformation, and support for IDPs. It 
has a field presence in South Kordofan, White Nile, West Darfur and Khartoum states and over the last year it has 
been playing a lead role in managing the Kosti way-station for Southerners returning from Sudan to South Sudan. 


